The Jo Osborne

Award for Humor
in Children’s
Literature




“But he hasn’t got anythin;

What to do about...humor

Sometimes 1t takes children to make us sit up and

take notice of the obvious. So it’s not surprising
that although children love humorous books, we
adults haven’t always recognized the value of
humor for ourselves, let alone its value to
children.

And, while there are numerous awards for
children’s literature, there has been no way to

honor those who use humor to address human
foibles.

Which 1s really too bad. Humor can be goofy
and slapstick, gentle and witty. It can
communicate difficult issues or concepts. It can
even convey truth and wisdom. Humor 1s
important -- whether it produces a guffaw, a
chuckle, or a grin.

It’s about time that we adults take humor
seriously.

Which brings us to ...
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years, Jo Osborne sought out the silly, the funny,
the poignant, the witty for storytelling and puppet
shows to impart a love of books to all the
children who were lucky enough to cross her path
during those years.

To recognize the importance of humor with a
national award honors her sense of humor and
her love of books and children.

The Jo Osborne Award for Humor in Children’s
Literature salutes authors and/or illustrators for
their contributions to our understanding of
human nature, and the ability to make us laugh at
what we discover about ourselves.
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What? Yet anmother children’s
book award??

Yup, but this one is different (really 1t 1s). This
one doesn’t have to honor just one book, but
could recognize a body of work (more like the
Nobel than the Pulitzer). But most of all, this
award honors what no other award does -- the art
of humor in children’s books. Humor -- 1t
captivates, it educates, it rejuvenates. It’s for all
ages. It’s for yesterday, today and tomorrow.
It’s to treasure and it’s to share. Through the Jo
Osborne Award for Humor in Children’s
Literature, those who create humor will be
recognized for their lasting contribution.
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The Jo Osborne Award for Humor
in Children’s Literature

This award has been established in conjunction
with the Ohio Library Foundation to honor those
who take seriously the art of humor in children’s
literature. The award recognizes the lifetime of
work of Jo Osborne, a talented professional
committed to bringing children, books and humor
together.

To enhance the connection between children and
books, Ms. Osborne supported a strong
relationship among libraries, schools and teacher
education. The Jo Osbormme Award for Humor 1n
Children’s Literature is funded by contributions
from those who share her commitment --
librarians, teachers, authors, illustrators and
publishers. Continued funding will allow the
award committee to recognize authors and
illustrators with an annual monetary grant.

To make a tax-deductible contribution to the
award, or for more information, contact:

Jo Osbome Award for Humor 1in Children’s Literature
The Ohio Library Foundation
35 East Gay Street, Suite 305
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3138

The award logo features the grumpy old troll from the Three Billy
Goats Gruff, one of Jo Osborne’s favorite stories. Through this
vehicle, and many others like it, she shared her joy and humor with
countless children. Logo design donated by Mary Heath Morrison.




