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The Newsletter of the Worthington International Friendship Association Fall 1998

Letter from Wdﬁeﬂ-‘{l IG'ES TON ROOM SEROHLNED

Friends: RIEID=2—Z2 L —%2 BT LTHLTVEAKRSTEY,
It has been quite some time since our last newsletter, so B S LT IE R 2N RS X b 4. A6

we have some catching up to do. This issue of In Friendship DAY Ty Ry T, =0 1421281 %5 WIFA

gives highlights of the Worthington International Friendship DEBON. TEA R F @B LW EBVES 9

Association’s last year-and-a-half of programming. We were T AR LT o BT A A AT T
very proud to offer orientations for new Worthington LEF) o5 —ay Gl F“F‘%) /rl;, By / 2 31
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residents, international celebrations, and educational pro- LT L—a v b Bt BRI A BT B~ b RS

grams on Nepal and foreign exchange opportunities. We also LA DR IT SN TR HE W T LT N

helped finance an exhibition by local artists in Sayama, Japan - ; '
with the Worthington Arts Council. Z2DEEH LW /7L ELELLL, £, V-

We're very excited to announce that this fall we will host v 7 b EMEBRRDPRIUT TRARZT 2 ICBROBREL)

our third group of Sayama International Friendship Associa- bITVE LT
tion visitors to Worthington. The visitors will enjoy a variety SEOKIL, PILMERRRW = OB ESREALY —
of activities with their host families in and around 7 b U LET, SIFAICXSHRIXINA 3EBIHTS
Worthington. We're sure this will be a fun and valuable V., FAMIV—D T b REDBEDHIBIZIBVVTAR K
learning experience for all involved. 77V — ¢ —MBITRATIRITECORHZ R LI L TLE I,
_ Our boarg members MEESRNINET Vas L, BELEREEDHZ LT
s s continue to be active in REVH D F AL
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. our offerings to members | 5 4 Rof o b EHRBES <<, BRI RTER) & T
| The Wﬂfﬂuﬂgtﬂﬂ and the community. NEE4 S OEBOBIC. BED 2 S—t. 1997 4 T

International Toward that end, - ADOY FY— MZT WIFA c?)%ﬁeﬂl:‘ vVarzwXEL, EAX)

Friendship e oo cedded At | Sha st HIEREHELE LE, (FRAESE
Association d 1997 4F, 1998 4FICRI HHA L bOTEBZHA T, LA

| establish a new vision for | * *
fOStﬂfS WIFA and to plan activi- TWETZITEEWTd, WIFA ([ZBT A3 (M. 5% DOiEH)

' lﬂferGU”Ufal - ties that reinforced its basic (COWVWTHRIY 12T, T2, WR~DBME ZHBDITIL

fiifﬂ@ﬂdShlﬂS o tenets (see inset). I—Yr 7 rrmraROr—Y « kL= 614-436-3100
: '_;;; [ hope you enjoy ETRRVEORELIS I,
, WE bEHEVE mar 3” - reading about our activities 2k V=U TRV

cultu;_es have value _ In 1?3? l’:‘nd 11998— It you | IBRARY
# - would like to learn more 3% 9 P I AR LIQE MR
| weddliewlammoe | @32y LIBRARY USE ONLY

activities or would like to IWIFA IR XMLDOAZEDMDODEITFTLXr BT 5, ]
become involved in this

- fun and fascinating KZIIRERBLA O < H 5B
@ 2 THOXILICIHEAL H 5,
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. ; Lori Trego at the




WIFA gives members A Taste of Africa

A Taste of Africa provided a unique opportunity for
community members of all generations and backgrounds to
experience the flavors and culture of Africa. Sponsored by
WIFA, the Worthington Community Relations Commission
and the Worthington Alliance of Black Parents, the event
took place at the Center of Science and Industry (COSI) on
June 19, 1998.

Short
Stop
Drum
and
Dance
Ensemble

Highlights of the evening included a delicious Ethiopian
dinner catered by the Blue Nile Restaurant. A variety of
entrees were served to an enthusiastic group of more than
100 attendees in COSI’s Grand Hall.

Dinner was followed by a performance by the Short Stop
Drum and Dance Ensemble. The ensemble is a group of
young people who perform authentic African dances and
songs to the accompaniment of talented drummers and
singers drawn from the local community. The group strives
to introduce others to the richness of African culture.

Faith
Mowoe,
left,

and

Joan
Ottolenghi

After the performance, those attending had a private
showing of the exhibit sponsored by the Smithsonian,
Africa: One Continent - Many Worlds. The exhibit high-
lighted the varied tribal cultures of African nations, with
special emphasis on multimedia presentations and hands-on
activities. The many contributions of African culture to
American civilization were illustrated.

This event, WIFA’s second International Celebration,
helped support WIFA’s on-going mission to educate the
public about the many different world cultures.
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WIFA promotes friendship at winter

international celebration

More than 120 people enjoyed international food and

entertainment at A Taste of WIFA-An International Cel-
ebration held in January. The event
introduced the association to g e
community members and encour-  §
aged them to attend future events o =
and to become involved. Food or ~ [EHEEES

entertainment from every continent
was featured. Those attending were
sampled Chinese dumplings, ~ §{RAIRE"
Ecuadorian ceviche and German 3 |
cream putfts from the buffet. Per-
formers included folk singer Leslie =B
Zach, who performs songs in 16 R
languages; dancer Becky Lydon, who ms
performs dances from the islands of

Bali and Java; students from Richen’s Academy of Irish Step
Dance; and the Short Stop Drum and Dance Ensemble,
which features children ages 7 - 11 dancing to African and
Afro-Cuban drum rhythms.

We thank all the performers and volunteers.

Becky Lydon perfor

Foreign exchange programs discussed

In February, WIFA held a forum on foreign exchange
programs for students, families and business professionals.
The session explained a number of opportunities available for
individuals interested in hosting visiting students, arranging
for their own high school or college students to go abroad, or
to participate as a host or visitor in an international exchange
of business professionals. Exchange opportunities in Japan,
Russia, South America and many European countries were
explored by representatives from the International Visitors
Council, Adventure in Real Communication, Rotary Inter-
national and the Dublin-Worthington Rotary Club, the
Capital University International Program, the Columbus
International Program and WIFA.

A similar program will be held in November. Please
contact Lori Trego at 614/ 436-3100 for details.
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Guide for new residents and visitors completed
Thanks to the efforts of a recent class of Leadership
Worthington, WIFA will offer a free International Newcom-
ers Guide for use by visitors and new residents. The guide
includes information to help make it easier to relocate to the
Worthington area. Reference topics include: local customs
and holidays, schools, government, public safety, transporta-
tion, money and banking, taxes, healthcare, shopping,
library, parks and recreation, immigration and Social Secu-
rity issues. The guide is published in English, but versions in
other commonly used languages are planned. WIFA will

continue to provide translators when needed for orientation
meetings.

WIFA board members attend a planning retreat in July 1997. Front row,
from left: John Butterfield, Barbara Avery, Clara Bunk, Lou Briggs, Robin
Wigney. Back row: Courtney Chapman, Michael Troper, Jeanne Earhart,
Miriam Utter, Janine Degitz, Sadicka Thomas, Dave Elder, Wendie Gerus.

WIFA co-sponsors program for new residents

In April, WIFA participated in an orientation and bus tour
for new residents. The 23 participants learned about the city
and took a tour of several public facilities. The tour was co-

sponsored by the City of Worthington. A second new

resident orientation will be held on Oct. 2.

Japanese dancer Shizumi to perform

The Worthington Arts Council’s Performance Series will
present Shizumi, Dancing the Spirit of Japan, at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 24 in the Thomas Worthington Auditorium.
Japanese dancer Shizumi Manale’s intense performance
blends Eastern and Western dance forms, and includes
elaborate costuming, lighting, music, props and masks.
Tickets are $12 for adults, $11 for seniors and $7 for chil-
dren. To order, call 431-0329.
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Nepal-An Educational Program

Nepal was the topic of WIFA's first educational panel of
1998. The presentation focused on the region’s culture; its
capital, Katmandu; and the Khumbu region of the Hima-
layan Mountains, where Mt. Everest is located. Presenters
were Nepal native and regional art expert Dina Bangdel; and
Courtney Chapman and Barbara Avery, former WIFA
presidents, who spent a month in Nepal in the spring of
1997.

Bangdel, a doctoral candidate in The Ohio State Univer-
sity Department of Art History, is writing her dissertation on
the religious art of the Katmandu Valley. Her father is a well-
known artist and editor of regional art books and is on
Nepal’s commission to preserve and protect the valley’s art,
much of which has been stolen by tourists who sell it in the
WESTL.

Bangdel presented a slide program illustrating the wide
variety of cultures and lifestyles that exist in Nepal, which is
about the size of the U.S. state of Tennessee. Nepal’s Hima-
layan Mountains contain eight of the highest peaks in the
world, but it also contains tropical rain forests as it slopes
down to sea level in its southwest corner. As a result, its
various peoples developed a wide range of agricultural
techniques, ways of transporting goods (from yaks to
elephants), and types of clothing and shelter to cope with
these entirely different climates.

In addition, Katmandu, the capital, is a center of com-
merce, a religious destination for Hindu and Buddhist
pilgrims, an increasingly popular tourist destination and a
jumping off point for Himalayan trekkers and mountain

climbers. It is also a center of arts and crafts, including rugs
woven by exiled Tibet-
ans, that provide souve-

nirs which tourists i
treasure, L. S& . Eavas
presented aslide pro-  EEERC NN
gramof cheir 15y (N
r ek 1n the Khumb u ¥ ..... S
region, where they hiked W e S L
within four miles of Mt. 8 £ g

Everest and reached an T

altitude of 17,600 feet.
They visited an open air
market where local
Sherpas buy and sell
goods every Saturday
morning in Namche Bazaar—a town named for its market.
Some sellers walk nine days from Tibet to reach the market.
Sherpas bring yaks to the market to carry back rice and
supplies for the Mt. Everest base camps.

Chapman and Avery also presented slides and audiotape
of a Sherpa Buddhist wedding and pre- and post-nuptial
parties they had been invited to attend.

Bride and groom kneel at a Sherpa

Buddhist wedding. Cone-shaped
wedding cakes are in upper right.
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Editors note: John Butterfield, executive director of the
Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce, was one of five WIFA
members who participated in the WIFA-SIFA Homestay
Exchange Program last year. The following are his reflections
about the visit, reprinted from the Chamber’s November 1997
newsletter. Also part of the delegation were Lorel Au, Mary
Butterfield, Lori Murphy and Dave Norstrom.

Exchange program a valuable experience
by John Butterfield

[t has been almost three months since I returned from
Sayama, Japan, as part of a five-member delegation on an
official cultural exchange. At the time I left I was excited
about the opportunities that might be developed between
our two cities. [ still am. .

Sayama is a suburb of Tokyo, about 40 minutes to an
hour by train from the capital city. It has a population of
approximately 163,000 people and more than 3,800 busi-
nesses. Honda’s first automobile manufacturing plant, which
we visited, is located in Sayama so many of the city’s indus-
tries are related to transportation. There are also a large
number of electrical machinery companies. Agriculture is
also important to the area, known for its production of
Sencha Sayama, green tea which has a mildly astringent
flavor and has gained favor here recently for its health
benefits.

Sayama has a strong mayoral form of government with a
30-member council. The city provides a wide array of
services—everything from police protection to senior citizen
day care to library services. Education from pre-school
through eighth grade is even under the jurisdiction of the
city. High school education is directed by the prefecture,
which is similar to state government.

Worthington has sent three delegations to Sayama, and
WIFA has hosted two groups from Sayama. Our team
included persons with backgrounds in business, city planning
and the medical field. A high school student with a year’s
instruction in the Japanese language was also part of our
delegation.

Our hosts planned our six-day visit to maximize our
understanding of their culture, history and everyday life and
to address our individual interests. Our trip in early August
was timed to coincide with a major festival, Tanabatta, with
its rich traditions and colorful decorations. The weather was
hot (90-degree-plus temperatures and humid).

We visited temples, shrines, a school, museums, city
offices, and a trash burning power plant. We visited large
businesses and small retail shops. I was amazed to learn that

the soybeans used by a neighborhood tofu shop came from
Ohio.

continued on page 7
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Exchange program
continued from page 6

What was unique about our experience was our home
stays. It is a privilege to be a guest in a Japanese home, and
we valued this opportunity. Our families (each of us'stayed
with two) were patient, understanding, generous and eager to
please. We experienced a wide range of English language
skills from quite sophisticated to minimal. As the mother of
my first family said, “I don’t have much language, but I have
much heart.” Everyone we met — from Mayor Machida, the
top government official, to shop owners — was kind and
thoughtful.

One of the highlights of my trip was a visit to the Sayama
Chamber of Commerce on a Saturday afternoon. It was the
first time the leaders of their chamber had met with a
representative from a chamber outside their country. We were
even made an honorary member of their chamber.

Another Viewpoint is expressed on page 9
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Members and guests visit India in first

WIFA international celebration
In January 1997, WIFA presented India Night, its first

international celebration. The evening was an experiment to
see if this kind of event would draw an audience, as well as
new members. It was extremely successful. We filled the
Town Hall at the Griswold Center and had to turn away
some people for lack of space.

The event was organized by Rohini Mulchandani, a
WIFA member and one of the photographers of the “Songs
of Worthington” photo collection given to Sayama, our
Friendship City, on our first visit.

Rohini called upon her Indian friends and acquaintances
who live in the area to provide food, displays, games, enter-
tainment and education. Her excellent organization resulted
in a delightful evening.

Guests, who were given a red dot on their foreheads upon
entering (to mark a happy occasion), enjoyed an entire
Indian meal, complete with mango juice and desserts.
Children played traditional Indian games, and guests had
their names written in Hindi on a colorful certificate. Indian
art, books and religious statuary were displayed in the hall.
These included a large Ganesha, an elephant—headed Hindi
ﬁgure o "

Regional dances
were performed
by young dance
students in
brightly-colored
costumes,
glittering with
gold.

After dinner, a sitar player from India and drummer from
Bangladesh played classical and folk music. They also
educated the crowd about the instruments and music. Small

children in the audience enthusiastically improvised dances
to the melodies.

A group of young people who are studying Indian dance
demonstrated many different kinds of dances wearing
appropriate colorful regional costumes.

Finally, Rohini presented a panel of local residents, now
citizens, who came to the U.S. from India. They described
the various aspects of Indian culture, talked about their
reasons for coming to America and answered questions from
the crowd. One panel member described his recent arranged
marriage and discussed the reasons for this long-standing
tradition. Others described falling in love while at American
universities and dealing with family objections.

WIFA greatly appreciated Rohini’s directing our first

international celebration. Because of it, we held more such
events 1n 1998.

F1BWIFA 4 22— 3a7FI)b- LI L—
aUICTAIN—ETR DA 2 FEER

WIFA 1. EILT (A2 —F a7 Lb—3
V) OB 1EIA R RELT, 1997 £ 1 A, (42 FOR)
RRAMELT-, ZHUE., T XA X FBBROH A N
—H B X DT AAIENOME I MERTERALZLDOTSH
Sl ZOW®., ZVATANERR A Z—DF T E—IVIIA
Thrhil, AR—ZALREDH, AHNTCADIANIEIAEZ
BrH— b IHHILIC,

AR M. WIFA 22 3—TH Y, F 1 BEREUTHIREO

p s ILTHICEB L. (V= b0 CEBETDHEERE
HOFTDEEFO—ANTHHRIE= - e F ¥ F=|lLo
TAEE I NI,
Dk=iX. BELCER T ®EFELLEY, F—4h, T F—
FA R b, BEWRBI 21T 72D, HUIBIEDB 70
ALY FADOENRLHANIZFEOD N TR E T, B DOFEN
S LWEEAIZEY , AAXR MIRELWIRERRSTE,

A MIABRFIZBEIZRWVAZ DT THHV (ZHEEL
WA RT), AR VR, v Td—Va—X T
— N 2R LA, FHIEBIMEHRRA  FOT—L% L,
P A MIBRICBSDARIZE S Ry —BTENTHLL2TL
SBITIL, 4 ¥ FOFEWCOR, RERBLEERINTC, Z
NoOPIZIIBOFFEY Ly Ry —FHOKE R TR— %
DY H-oT,

BEOR,. 41 FHEOV F—NVEBRLEN T IF7T
Mo KERENREKTHAETRERESELZHEBLL, L2,
AL BFRIZOWVWTOBRA LTIV, BROPIZIX, B
ICEDbETCAIEDOF o A e —EBMIZH-> TWH 7B L
Rohrc,

¥7-. AV FEREPE--TWAEBE I N—T1, Az e
ATZIER IR AR E A2y, W< OHLDF A AR EE LT,

BH#IC, ne=ix, 41 FOLKEIZBELTET (BRE
KEFRER-TWD) #ITITEATWVD AR Z] ADFEIT
L7z, THiX., 41 FOX{bx k<2 2mMNbatBHL, 7 XY
HICE-BALE-TZ, /-, BIRMLLOHERIZLE R T,
FORND 1 ANTIEABEOANIZLTRYRD NTIAEEE., K
FEDLEHIZOWTERBA LTz, £72, BUIOAIX, TAV DK
PR L TWARFIZEEEZ LT LE-TZZ &, HROR X
[ZDOWT HaRBR L7z,

WIFA IZB 1 RBIDOA o Z—Fat-kLT7L— 30
BIT20 e =—ORBRIZKERKRS L., ZOKINIE VT, 1998
FEELRERISA R P2 2HAELTICRETH 5,




Hosting a Japanese visitor

by Clara Bunk
In August 1996, we were privileged to be part of the

group of host families from Worthington, welcoming our
visitors from Sayama City in Japan. Our guest, Michiko
Oshima, was a 45-year-old mother of two, interested in
learning more about the American culture. She, like all
guests, stayed with two different host families to get a
broader perspective on American life.

My family worked closely with Michiko’s first home-stay
family so we could coordinate activities. We also shared our
visit with some neighbors with children about the same age
as our guest’s. They attended a dinner and compared notes
on teenagers. One highlight of the visit was taking Michiko
to an Amish community in Holmes County where she got an
inside view of another way of life in our country.

It is a delight to share your home with someone from
another culture. It is hard to know who grows most from the
experience, the host or the visitor.

Historical Society to host tea ceremonies

Area resident and Sayama native Miki Tanaka will
perform the ancient ritual of cha no yu, a Japanese tea
ceremony, this fall at the Orange Johnson House in
Worthington as part of its 7ea Time exhibit. Ceremo-
nies begin at 3 p.m. on Sept. 20, Oct. 18 and Now. 15.
Admission is $3. Seating is very limited, so pre-
registration is required. Call 885-1247 to register.
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 WIFA 1998 Fall & Winter Programs
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In Friendship is published periodically for WIFA members and
friends. Write us at: 6550 N. High St.; Worthington, Ohio 43085.
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